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explains Elizabeth's shifty ways, which are other-
wise sometimes so puzzling. If you have not
strength, you must use your wits until you become
strong. That in a nutshell was Elizabeth's idea
and the policy that she was to follow. She could
not yet fight, so she must deceive.
She was really immensely helped in this by the
fact that she was a woman. It is so usual to think
of a young woman as timid or inexperienced that
people have sometimes overlooked the fact that
a woman is specially well fitted for diplomacy.
Because she was a woman, Elizabeth could pretend
to change her mind, to hesitate, to keep people
waiting in a way that would not have been possible
for a man. And she had one splendid weapon
which she used almost too skilfully. Because she
was young and unmarried, all the rulers of Europe
wanted her as a bride, either for themselves or
for their sons, thinking that whoever married her
wpuld have control of England. But what seemed
clear to them was equally clear to Elizabeth.
She knew that there would be endless proposals
of marriage, and she saw that as long as everyone
hoped to win her, no one would attack her* If
she could keep them all off, time would make
England strong.
In a speech to her Parliament she told them
that she had no wish to marry at all: " It will
be quite sufficient for the memorial of my name
if when I die an inscription be engraved, * Here
lieth Elizabeth who reigned a virgin and who died